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WESTMINSTER JUNIOR PRIMARY SCHOOL — 
CAMPAIGN FOR PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.56 pm]: In response to intolerance fostered by a newly formed party 
misusing the term “respect”, I want to champion the campaign for peace and understanding being promoted by 
the year 2/3 students of Westminster Junior Primary School. Respect is about embracing and understanding 
difference, diversity and multiculturalism. Faith, whether Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu or other 
multifaceted beliefs and philosophies that are celebrated in Australia in a secular, fair society are embraced as 
personal choice in a stable civil society that lives in neighbourly peace. The year 2/3 students understand this and 
have written to their community leaders, including the federal Minister for Justice, Michael Keenan, and me, 
calling for the right for kids to live in a safe and free world. These young citizens called for recognition that war 
and the damage from it should be prevented; as they say, “It’s wrong to kill others.” These kids recognise the 
destruction caused by the weapons trade, revealing that they themselves throw away any toy weapons or 
lego weapons made in the classroom. They remonstrate with their adult leaders that “all weapons should be 
thrown away” and call for people to talk to “someone you have a problem with”, listen and say sorry to each 
other for the misunderstanding. It was with pleasure that I responded open-heartedly to these young citizens 
seeking a better future. I explained how I strive to foster a harmonious society through working with the rich 
Mirrabooka community on events such as Harmony Day, reading to children books based on mindfulness, and 
advocating for understanding difference in the Parliament. The young leaders of the future give me great hope 
for the next generation and a society based on peace and understanding. 
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